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Preliminary Program 46th Annual Convention 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 


As in past conventions your Convention Committee has concentrated Picture 
Division meetings, tours and other events into the early part of the con- 
vention week, in order to accommodate members who cannot remain in Detroit 
through Friday. It will be noted that nothing has been scheduled by the 
Division for Monday evening or for Monday and Tuesday dinner time. It is 
hoped that this will provide an opportunity for informal dining, good talk, 
and the exchange of ideas from which, most of us agree, come some of the 
chief benefits of convention gatherings. 


Wayne Hartwell (F. E. Compton Co., Chicago) Chairman 
Dan Alchuk (National Film Board, Ottawa) 

Eleanor Potter (Detroit Public Library) 

Convention Committee for the Picture Division 


Sunday, June 12 
Executive Board Meeting 
Open House and Library Tour, Detroit Public Library 


Monday, June 13 
9:00-10:00 Opening of Convention 

10:00-12:00 Convention-Wide Program 
"Automation as it Affects Us” 

12:30- 2:00 Book and Author Luncheon, sponsored by the 
Publishing Division 

2:30-5:00 "Automation for Libraries", sponsored by the 
Business Division, with nine participating Divisions 


Tuesday, June 14 

10:00-11:45 PICTURE DIVISION MEETING 
at the Detroit Institute of Arts 
Speaker: Mr. Pat Smith, General Motors Photographic 
Department 

12:00- 2:00 PICTURE DIVISION LUNCHEON 
Park Shelton Hotel, 15 East Kirby 
Followed by the Division's Annual Business Meeting 

2:50- 5:30 Tour of Jam Handy Organization 
2821 East Grand Boulevard 

8:00-10:00 SLA Executive Board and Advisory Council Meeting 
Open to all members 
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Wednesday, June 15 

8:00-12:00 Field Trips to Greenfield Village and Henry Ford 
Museum, Dearborn; Cranbrook Institute of Arts and 
Science, Bloomfield Hills; University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor; Automobile Plants, Detroit. 

2:30- 5:00 PICTURE DIVISION MEETING 
at the Detroit Public Library Auditorium 
Speaker: Mrs. Elleine H. Stones, Chief, Burton 
Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library 
"History in Photographs" 

7:00 SLA Banquet (Informal) 


Thursday, June 16 
9:00-12:00 SLA Annual Business Meeting 
2:30- 4:30 Convention-Wide Meeting 
Speakers from industry, universities, and research 


Friday, June 17 
9:00 Executive Board Meeting 
Field Trip to Special Libraries in Toledo, Ohio: 
Owens-Illinois Glass Company, Libbey-Owens-Ford Co., 
Toledo Medical Library, Toledo Municipal Library, 
Toledo University Library, Toledo Edison Library, 
Toledo Blade Library. 


WASHINGTON PICTURE GROUP 
Alice Lee Parker, Washington Group Chairman, has 
appointed the following members to the various 


committees: 
Archives: Mrs. Donna Traxler Membership: Herbert C. Kluge 
Financial: Mrs. Edna C. Jones Program: Dr. Dallas D. Irvine 
Hospitality: Virginia Daiker Public Relations: Mrs. Jones 


The group holds all its evening meetings in the Conference Room at the National 
Archives; the fourth Monday of the month is the regular meeting date. The October 
1954 meeting was devoted to discussion of past accomplishments and future plans 
and aims. In November, Mrs. Marion R. McNaughton, Office of the Chief of Military 
History, Department of the Army, described to the group the Department's collec- 
tions of historical properties and combat art. 


"Still Pictures for Motion Pictures" was the theme of the January meeting. Two 
films, "The American Road", a production of the Ford Motor Company, and "Decision 
at Williamsburg", produced by Colonial Williamsburg, Inc., were shown. 


Josephine Cobb is working on the final draft of the "Guide to Still Picture Col- 
lections in the District of Columbia". Its completion before the SLA Convention 
in June is anticipated. 


There were 24 active members in the Washington Group, as of February l. 
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NEW YORK PICTURE GROUP 


On the evening of Tuesday, February lst, members of the New York Picture Group 
were guests at Harcourt, Brace and Company. Before the meeting coffee and dessert 
were served. 


Mr. John McCallum, vice president in charge of the college and trade book 
departments, discussed the organization of the firm and the work schedule involved 
in the making of a textbook. He outlined the company's history from its founding 
in 1919 and explained its present departmental set up of school, college and trade 
book departments. He gave a warm welcome to the members and expressed his interest 
in the field of pictures. Taking as an example a typical illustrated textbook, he 
explained the five steps through which it passes from copy éditor (responsible for 
style and punctuation), to picture editor, to éditor assigned to the project, to 
the designer (in charge of layout and type), and to the editor in charge of actual 
production. However, in the case of a more elaborate and costly undertaking such 
as their new textbook You and Science the number of editors was increased and many 
specialists were consulted. Mr. McCallum estimated that in all, about fourteen 
man years of work had gone into this particular book. 





Mrs. Helen Faye, picture editor at Harcourt, Brace, then gave a lucid visual 
presentation of the steps in the production of a textbook. She passed dummies, 
page proofs and galleys of You and Science for us to handle. The audience could 
see the step-by-step progress from the first suggestion that the text called for 
an illustration to the finding of possible pictures and their final use. 





The third speaker was Mr. Stanley Rice, art director. He stressed the need for 
picture librarians to understand the theory and use of photographs in order to make 
the best use of this medium of communication. He drew attention to what he felt 
were some of the limitations of the camera: it sees monocularly while the human eye 
sees binocularly; it is incapable of synthesizing or discriminating. On the other 
hand, he pointed out that the camera can give new insight into a subject by 
approaching it from an uncommon point of view; that because of its lack of discrin- 
ination the camera encompasses the whole scene in which details are overlooked by 
the human eye; that photographs permit safe association with what are in reality 
unapproachable subjects. Mr. Rice opened a vista of controversial ideas about the 
use of pictures as a device for "hooking" attention. He gave detailed expression 
of his own studies of the eyes’ reaction to comic strips, movies, advertisements 
and other graphic media. He reported particularly on the problems peculiar to the 
textbook field where the teen-ager really requires pictorial "baiting” to hold his 
attention. 


Picture librarians may want to look at the new textbook You and Science* in 
order to see the results of the latest techniques of a leading textbook publisher 
in the use of pictures directed to capture a limited audience. 





After the talk, members visited the picture staff office, noted the picture 
reference books, and saw the pictures solicited and purchased, which are held and 
organized until the particular book in which they are reproduced is published. 

-William James Sloan 
Picture Collection 
The New York Public Library 


* You and Science, by Brandwein, Beck, Hollingworth, & Burgess 
Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1955 $3 .92 
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THEATRE COLLECTIONS: 

I was recently made editor of a new department, THEATRE COLLECTIONS, HERE AND 
THERE, in Players Magazine, edited by Professor Clark Weaver at the University of 
Florida. I would like to hear of collections of theatre material that may be in 
private or institutional hands, so that I may include notes of them in my column. 
Programs, scrapbooks, pictures, posters or any other items, amateur or profession- 
al, are. important to me. As an example, I have just heard of a collection of 
programs of commercial shows done in London, Ontario, from 1895 to 1950, that is 
in the Library of the University of Western Ontario. It gives a good cross-section 
view of "The Road" in Canada. 


-W. H. Matthews, Theatre Collection 
The New York Public Library 
Sth Avenue & 42nd Street, New York 18, N. Y. 


WE SEE THAT: 

Mrs. Frederik Spruyt (C. Lucille Green), formerly of Washington, D. C. and now 
living on Enoch Island, Amityville, Long Island, has joined the New York Group ... 
Julia A. Lorenz, Rochester, N. Y. is now Mrs. Gaskill ... Elsie A. Phillips 
(Baltimore, Md.), who was married in December, is Mrs. Edgar Heyl ... Paul 
Vanderbilt is at the Wisconsin State Historical Society, Madison, Wisconsin ... 
Josephine Cobb, who served this year as consultant to the Library of Congress 
Committee on the Cataloging of Prints and Photographs, reports that the Committee 
is coming to the close of its assignment ... Miss Cobb also reports success in 
getting re-classifications upwards for her staff in the Still Pictures Section, 
National Archives ... In her own Brady research the Division Chairman is speeding 
to meet an impending deadline ... Don Glassman, Washington, D. C., is the author of 
an article on pictorial sources on Panama in the September 1954 issue of Eye to Eye 

-++ Dora Richman, editor of Special Libraries during the past three years, has 
resigned as of March 23, 1955. She will remain in the publishing field; her 
affiliation with libraries will be that of constant user and firm friend. 





FROM THE EDITOR: 

Mrs. Edna C. Jones (Public Health Service) writes that an excellent booklet, 
"Filing Negatives and Transparencies" is available free of charge from Eastman 
Kodak Company, Sales Service Division, Rochester 4, New York ... Out of the 1954 
symposium "Publishers and Policies", at the Cincinnati Convention comes a "Publish- 
ing Standards Checklist", available from Anne J. Richter, R. R. Bowker Company, 

62 West 45th Street, New York 36, New York ... Charles S. Underhill, of the Buffalo 
and Erie County Public Library, has compiled a pamphlet entitled "Handy Key to Your 
National Geographics; Subject and Picture Locator, 1935-1954". It may be ordered 
from Mr; Underhill at 91 Pine Street, East Aurora, New York, for 50¢ in cash (no 
stamps, please) ... "Reading About Art" is the title of the February 1955 issue of 
the New York Public Library's Branch Library Book News. Donna Hill and William J. 
Sloan of the Picture Collection staff have compiled an annotated list of 78 books 
designed "to déepen and enrich the experience of art and help bridge the gap 
between the world of the artist and his public”. Available for 20¢ from the New 
York Public Library, 5th Avenue & 42nd Street, New York 18, New York ... Back 
issues of PICTURESCOPE are still in demand. Please mail any you can spare to the 
Editor ... We regret that the Index to Volume II (1954) is not yet ready for dis- 
tribution ... Mrs. Helen Faye, Division Secretary-Treasurer, reports encouraging 
response to our request for renewal of subscriptions to PICTURESCOPE. If you have 
not yet subscribed for 1955, use the blank (see next page). It will be impossible 
to send future issues to non-subscribers. 








-M. H. B. 
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Appointment of an Editorial Board for PICTURESCOPE: 

The following members have agreed to serve for Volumes III and IV: Romana Javitz, 
Associate Editor; Franziska G. Schacht, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Helen Faye, Circulation 
Manager; Ida M. Cohen, Assistant Circulation Manager; William J. Sloan, N. Y. Area 
Reporter; Mrs. Elsie P. Heyl, Middle Atlantic Reporter; Mrs. Alice P. Hook and Mrs. 
Doris E. Saunders, Mid-West Reporters; Irene Simpson, West Coast Reporter; Dan Alchuk, 
Canadian Reporter. 


PICTURE DIVISION OFFICERS: 1954-56 


Chairman: Josephine Cobb, Chief, Still Pictures Sect., Nat'l Archives, Wash., D. C. 
Vice-Chairman: Betty Hale, Photo-Librarian, Socony-Vacuum Co., Inc., N.Y. 
Secy-Treasurer: Mrs. Helen Faye, Pict. Ed., Textbook Dept., Harcourt, Brace & Co., N.Y. 
Membership Chairman: James Edmonds, Research Ed., Info. Serv., Grolier Society, N.Y. 
Archivist: Viola Gusdanovic, Picture Collection, N. Y. Public Library 

Convention Chairman: Wayne Hartwell, Lbn., F. E. Compton & Co., Chicago, Ill. 

Projects Chairman: Romana Javitz, Picture Collection, N. Y. Public Library 


NEW YORK GROUP: 
Chairman: Franziska Gay Schacht, Picture Collection, N. Y. Public Library 
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Helen Faye, Harcourt ,Brace & Co. 
Secy: Naomi Grand, Public Inf. & Educ. Dept., American Jewish Committee 
WASHINGTON GROUP: 
Chairman: Alice Lee Parker, Prints and Photographs Div., Library of Congress 
Vice-Chairman: Dallas D. Irvine, War Records Division, Nat'l Archives 


Secy-Treasurer: Mrs. Edna C. Jones, Public Health Service 
Recording Secy: Mrs. Donna Traxler, Army Pictorial Service 


* 





Issued quarterly as the Newsletter of the Picture Division 
of the SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION, 31 E. 10th St., N.Y. 35, N.Y. 


* 





Address communications to the Editor: Mrs. Minna H. Breuer, 2 Williams Court, 
Albany 3, New York. For information about subscriptions, write to Mrs. Helen Faye, 
c/o Harcourt, Brace & Co., 383 Madison Avenue, New York 17, New York. 


Annual subscription: Division members, $1.00; non-members, $2.00 





Mrs. Helen Faye Enclosed find a check (payable to Helen Faye) 
c/o Harcourt, Brace & Co. or stamps for for one year's subscription 
383 Madison Ave., NY 17, NY to PICTURESCOPE, Volume III, 1955. 

NAME 





Organization or Firm 


Address 








City Zone State 





Member of Picture Division? pee | RENEWAL __ NEW 





